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P 23193 1Z MAY 83 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 73 94 at,™™* 


UENOS AIRES 03467 

E . 0 . 12356: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, CPAS, SHUM, AR 

SUB J : DISAPPEARED USCITS IN ARGENTINA 

REF: 82 BUENOS AIRES 7069 




ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044; 

US. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
Margaret P. Grafdd, Director 
( ) Release (\)E xctee ( ) Deny 

Exemption^): - -- — 

'BeeWfrC ) In Part (\) In Full 

( ) Classify as ( ) Extena as ( ) Downgrade to 

Date Declassify on Reason ». 


1. THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE INTEREST IN THE ARGENTINE 
PRESS IN THE STATUS OF PERSONS WHO HAVE "DISAPPEARED" SINCE 
1974 WHEN A STATE OF SEIGE WAS IMPOSED. THE FILES OF THE 
EMBASSY CONTAIN INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING THREE USCITS 
WHO DISAPPEARED UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE POLITICAL FACTORS 
MAY HAVE BEEN PRESENT: 


A. AROZARENA, JON PIRMIN 


HE WAS REPORTEDLY ABDUCTED FROM HIS HOME IN BUENOS AIRES 
ON 30 APR 77 BY UNIDENTIFIED ARMED CIVILIANS. FORMAL 
INQUIRIES MADE BY EMBASSY TO GOA IN 1977, 1978 AND 1979 
PRODUCED NEGATIVE REPLIES. INFORMAL INQUIRIES HAD THE SAME 
RESULT. 


---B. HUNT, BILLY LEE £ 


HE DISAPPEARED IN 


PAGE 02 


BUENOS 03467 231934Z 


MENDOZA ON 8 APR 7 7 AND HIS FAMILY REPORTED AT THE TIME 
THAT IT WAS INFORMED HE WAS HELD BY THE ARMY IN MENDOZA 
PENITENTIARY, BUT NEITHER POLICE, ARMY, NOR MINISTRY OF 
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INTERIOR AUTHORITIES WOULD ACKNOWLEDGE HIS DETENTION. THE 
FONMIN REPLIED TO INQUIRIES BY EMBASSY ABOUT HIS STATUS 
BY STATING IT HAD NO RECORD OF HUNT'S DETENTION OR HI S 
WHEREABOUTS . 

C. MOTTA; TONI AGATINA JT 

EMBASSY HAS EXTENSIVE FILE 0& MOTTA. IN REFTEL, EMBASSY 
ANALYZED ALL KNOWN DATA CONCERNING MOTTA. ALTHOUGH HER 
RELATIVES REPORTED THAT SHE "DISAPPEARED" IN ARGENTINA, 
THERE IS NO SOLID EVIDENCE TO ESTABLISH THAT SHE ENTERED 
THIS COUNTRY. INFORMAL INQUIRIES HAVE BEEN MADE AND A 
NOTE TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE ON MOTTA IS BEING SENT THIS W 
WEEK. 


2. THE THREE FOREGOING CASES ARE SENSITIVE BECAUSE OF 
POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT OF ARGENTINE POLICE AND MILITARY 
FORCES. ANY LIST OF USCITS BELIEVED TO HAVE "DISAPPEARED" 
IN ARGENTINA WOULD ALSO HAVE TO INCLUDE THE MORE TRADITION 
AL WELFARE/ WHEREABOUTS CASES WHERE THERE IS A REASONABLE 
BASIS TO CONCLUDE THAT THE SUBJECT WAS IN ARGENTINA. AN 
EXAMPLE OF THIS WOULD BE THE CASE OF ROBERT GEORGE SMITH 
WHOSE PARENTS REPORTED THAT THEY HAD NOT HEARD FROM HIM 
SINCE JULY 1982. THE EMBASSY ESTABLISHED THAT HE HAD 
INDEED STAYED AT A HOTEL IN BUENOS AIRES IN JULY 1982. 

THE ARGENTINE IMMIGRATION AUTHORITIES, HOWEVER, REPORTED 
THAT THEY HAVE NO RECORD OF HIS DEPARTURE. IN AN EFFORT 
TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF SENSITIVE FILES DURING THE 
FALKLAND ISLANDS CRISIS IN 1982, MANY VALUABLE RECORDS 
WERE SHREDDED, INCLUDING MOST OF THE CONSULAR SECTION'S 
PROTECTION FILES. THERE PRESUMABLY ARE OTHER CASES LIKE 
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THAT OF MR. SMITH SINCE 1975 OF WHICH THE EMBASSY HAS NO 
CURRENT INFORMATION. SHLAUDEMAN 



